Community nurses are not GPs' attendants.
The Government announced in May 1994 that it had agreed changes to the terms of service of GPs and that they can be flexible in the way they meet their out-of-hours responsibilities. GPs must accept their duty to arrange 24-hour medical care. All nurses need to promote nursing services, not medical services. Community nurses need to look at 24-hour nursing/health visiting care, not medical care. Consumers need to be asked what kind of 24-hour service they need.